


Transcript for “James Webb Space Telescope Launch Highlights”
[FRENCH] 

Thumbs-up from Jean-Luc Voyer. All systems are go. We're inside a minute now. T-minus 30 seconds and counting. Standing by for terminal count. 
[FRENCH] 
Dix. Neuf. Huit. Sept. Six. Cinq. Quatre. Trois. Deux. Unite. 
And we have engine start. 
And liftoff. 
[FRENCH] Décollage. 
Décollage. Liftoff from a tropical rainforest to the edge of time itself. James Webb begins a voyage back to the birth of the universe. Punching a hole through the clouds, 20 seconds into the flight. Good pitch program reported. 
[APPLAUSE] 

And let's go down to the floor in the Jupiter Control Center to Raphael Chevrier of Arianespace. Raphael, so far so good. 
Hi, Rob. So far, so good. Everything is nominal, as we say when attitude and trajectory of the Ariane 5 is going perfectly well. As you can see, also, on the-- 
[INAUDIBLE] 
About 11 minutes from now, telescope controllers at the Space Telescope Science Institute will be sending commands to prepare James Webb for the initial series of commissioning activities that will lead to the deployment of its solar array, and the initiation of generation of electrical power for the telescope. 
James Webb, of course, will be traveling well beyond the moon, to a distance of about a million miles away from Earth, settling into a highly elliptical halo-like orbit to begin its astronomical observations. And again, as we mentioned earlier, at the time of observatory separation, Webb will be at an altitude of approximately 864 miles-- statute miles-- traveling some 21,000 miles an hour. 
James Webb is about four minutes away from separating from the upper stage. And at that point, it will be on its own. And again, those milestones that we discussed a bit earlier in the broadcast will begin to be followed carefully by the telescope controllers at the Mission Operations Center-- the MOC, as it's called-- at the Space Telescope Science Institute in Baltimore. 
[FRENCH] 

[APPLAUSE] 

We do have confirmation of observatory separation. The James Webb Space Telescope, amidst applause here in the Mission Control Center, now taking its first steps in pursuit of cosmological discovery. And there is the view from the upper-stage camera on the Ariane 5, looking at the James Webb Space Telescope as it moves gently away from its launch vehicle. 
Go Webb, go! 
Fantastic pictures of this telescope. 
Go Webb! Go Webb! 
Yes, go Webb. 
Ironically enough, as we marvel on this view from the upper-stage camera, this will be humanity's last view of the James Webb Space Telescope as it moves to its work place about a million miles away from Earth. 
Yes, you're right, Rob. Impressive. Fantastic pictures, yeah. 
There is the solar array having been deployed. James Webb now has its array out, as we stand by for a confirmation that it is power positive. 
Hey, Rob. 
[SIDE CONVERSATIONS] 
And there it is. There's your critical call. James Webb not only has legs, but it has power, as it begins its journey and the commissioning activities to follow. 




