
Closed-Design Telescope

Heat dissipates 
out into space, so 
telescope stays cool

Open-Design Telescope
Incoming starlight from target 
is reflected into the 
instruments behind the primary 
mirror

Heat builds up inside the 
telescope from light hitting 
the outside of the tube

Unwanted light from 
other sources is 
blocked by the tube

Incoming starlight from 
target is reflected into the 
instruments 

Small baffles and ridges keep un-
wanted light from other sources 
out of the telescope’s instruments
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