


Captioning with Audio Description for “What Were the Universe’s Dark Ages?”
(DESCRIPTION)
[00:00:00.00] Gas cloud in space.

(SPEECH)
[00:00:01.50] What were the universe's dark ages?

[00:00:03.54] [SUSPENSEFUL MUSIC]

(DESCRIPTION)
[00:00:03.74] Text, Narrated by Alia Shawkat.

[00:00:06.06] Thermometers labeled Escaped Photons Cosmic Microwave Background and Matter in the Universe.

(SPEECH)
[00:00:11.03] Soon after the universe was born, the universe was plunged into the dark ages. That's because no sources of light remained to illuminate the expanding universe.

(DESCRIPTION)
[00:00:21.73] Temp rises.

(SPEECH)
[00:00:22.53] But slowly, atoms accumulated into larger structures, molecules, then clouds of gas, then stars, and eventually, galaxies.

(DESCRIPTION)
[00:00:33.72] Stars form.

(SPEECH)
[00:00:34.71] Light from these new stars and galaxies burst forth into their surroundings, and these photons began stripping electrons off atoms, reionizing them.

(DESCRIPTION)
[00:00:44.94] They brighten.

(SPEECH)
[00:00:46.02] These freely moving photons brought an end to the dark ages, lighting up the universe, and heralding in the age of reionization.

(DESCRIPTION)
[00:00:54.82] Temp at 4,000.

(SPEECH)
[00:00:56.25] Yet, it's still a mystery how long the dark ages lasted, and exactly when reionization began.

[00:01:02.31] [SUSPENSEFUL MUSIC]

(DESCRIPTION)
[00:01:03.64] Stars and gasses flow around each other and glow purple, white and orange.
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