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BEHIND A DUSTY VEIL LIES A CRADLE OF STAR BIRTH

NGC 253 is a large, almost edge-on spiral galaxy, and is one of the nearest galaxies
beyond our local neighborhood of galaxies. This dramatic galaxy shows complex
structures such asclumpygasclouds, darkened dust lanes, andyoung,luminouscentral
star clusters. These elements are typical of spiral galaxies. Caroline Herschel discov-
eredNGC253in1783whilelookingforcomets. Thegalaxy'sclosenesstoEarthmakes
it anideal target for amateur astronomerswhocanseethesouthernskyandforastrono-
mersinterestedinlearning moreaboutthemakeupofthesestunning citiesofstars.
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