
FLAG SAG meeting
28 August 2026



Agenda

• Brief recap of summer activities
• June AAS splinter session
• Call for FLAG SAG instrument working group members 

(https://docs.google.com/document/d/1r5yGzz_f_j47zsQ1b-YmF1fgN56-
2Do8J-M_kMml0rU/edit?usp=sharing)

• GR SIG Ad ASTRA submission (255 endorsers)

• Proposed timeline for fall activities
• Feedback on the FLAG SAG presentation for Ad ASTRA workshop. 

Questions on outline for FLAG SAG.

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdocs.google.com%2Fdocument%2Fd%2F1r5yGzz_f_j47zsQ1b-YmF1fgN56-2Do8J-M_kMml0rU%2Fedit%3Fusp%3Dsharing&data=05%7C02%7Celizabeth.a.hays%40nasa.gov%7C400fe5e31f0e4111cf5008df03a18f38%7C7005d45845be48ae8140d43da96dd17b%7C0%7C0%7C639233664578097789%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=u%2BYYTtEuAlyVcH5HKWjH%2BXjuN7i2abISaaii1RS32oQ%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdocs.google.com%2Fdocument%2Fd%2F1r5yGzz_f_j47zsQ1b-YmF1fgN56-2Do8J-M_kMml0rU%2Fedit%3Fusp%3Dsharing&data=05%7C02%7Celizabeth.a.hays%40nasa.gov%7C400fe5e31f0e4111cf5008df03a18f38%7C7005d45845be48ae8140d43da96dd17b%7C0%7C0%7C639233664578097789%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=u%2BYYTtEuAlyVcH5HKWjH%2BXjuN7i2abISaaii1RS32oQ%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdocs.google.com%2Fdocument%2Fd%2F1r5yGzz_f_j47zsQ1b-YmF1fgN56-2Do8J-M_kMml0rU%2Fedit%3Fusp%3Dsharing&data=05%7C02%7Celizabeth.a.hays%40nasa.gov%7C400fe5e31f0e4111cf5008df03a18f38%7C7005d45845be48ae8140d43da96dd17b%7C0%7C0%7C639233664578097789%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=u%2BYYTtEuAlyVcH5HKWjH%2BXjuN7i2abISaaii1RS32oQ%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdocs.google.com%2Fdocument%2Fd%2F1r5yGzz_f_j47zsQ1b-YmF1fgN56-2Do8J-M_kMml0rU%2Fedit%3Fusp%3Dsharing&data=05%7C02%7Celizabeth.a.hays%40nasa.gov%7C400fe5e31f0e4111cf5008df03a18f38%7C7005d45845be48ae8140d43da96dd17b%7C0%7C0%7C639233664578097789%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=u%2BYYTtEuAlyVcH5HKWjH%2BXjuN7i2abISaaii1RS32oQ%3D&reserved=0
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Recap of Summer Activities
• June AAS splinter session

• Planning for Community white paper submission to ASTRA  with GR SIG
• Q&A on ASTRA with Jessica Gaskins and Shawn Domagal-Goldman
• Request for benchmark science cases (target observations). These are to assist in 

understanding desired performance and to supplement FIG SAG report. Provide more 
input on what the desired observations could be like. 

• Cosmic Explosions: 
https://docs.google.com/document/d/13I354_3cJwCnFsAyIVYRMZhCMVL1yKxD2YnaQXdUiDk/edit
?usp=sharing

• Heavy Elements in the Universe: 
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1TEupyZwKEBTLydKOV0pE4Ea96fOOMT9b3-
rj4vIlAHM/edit?usp=sharing

• Supermassive Black Holes (see for examples): 
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1RuQnZ3av6LFZQve1NhJ1gFxl76WqzqCg9athHBUqlVA/edit
?usp=sharing

• Fundamental Physics: 
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1ry40ntJFz_bxvRfVdOqYFPid74bGiZ6sDXMT7df7o-
E/edit?usp=sharing

• Thanks to attendees!
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Recap of Summer Activities

• Call for FLAG SAG instrument working group members 
(https://docs.google.com/document/d/1r5yGzz_f_j47zsQ1b-
YmF1fgN56-2Do8J-M_kMml0rU/edit?usp=sharing)

• Establish key metrics community wants assess instrument performance
• Feedback on technical capabilities in FLAG SAG report

• GR SIG Ad ASTRA submission (255 endorsers!)
• Highlighted top-level science questions and pointed to trades that should 

be studied
• Thank you to all the endorsers!
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Gamma-ray Observatory White Paper excerpts

Science Investigation
• We can understand relativistic jets, how and where they emerge, 

how they are sustained and how they ultimately decline.
• We will determine the growth and formation of supermassive black 

holes.
• We can reveal the origins and mechanisms of cosmic explosions.
• We will understand element formation and the energetic role of 

Cosmic Ray outflows.
• We will probe extreme environments, underlying populations, and 

the intervening Universe.







Gamma-ray Observatory white paper excerpts

• Instrumentation Description: “The science cases spearheaded by the 
gamma-ray community have distinct requirements and we are 
requesting at least one trade space study to optimize the instrument(s)
design and mission architecture for the best scientific return within the 
NASA strategic portfolio.

• “No single instrument concept can completely answer all of the 
questions posed above and an ASTRA study is needed to determine the 
optimal path forward.”

• Mission Implementation: “The final trade is to determine the 
instrument or suite of instruments that leverages our current 
technological possibilities to best answer the questions that gamma-
ray observations are uniquely equipped to answer.”



Timeline for FLAG SAG Fall Activities
• September – October 

• Organize instrument working groups and hold discussions in those groups
• To do: Need volunteers to help with convening the working groups

• Continue development of report draft in parallel
• To do: Coordinate with GR SIG to pick meeting times for updates in late September and 

October
• Sept. 25 (target for circulating preliminary draft of report)
• Oct. 23 or 30?

• November 13 – deadline for final inputs from working groups
• December 15 – candidate final draft of report for review in FLAG SAG
• January

• Submit report to GR SIG
• Present report at AAS? TBD
• To do: Should we organize a splinter session at January AAS? Deadline Sept. 17.
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