
1Cosmic Origins Program Analysis Group

How can I get involved? 
Apply to the COPAG Executive Committee: 
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1abS2cMSuvX-rCoDuwe-
aVsdx4P7Aln-nEL3S5IaiMaU/viewform?edit_requested=true

Also, see our SIGs and STIGs (total of 8)`

Shouleh (Chair) Sabrina (Vice Chair)

Rana Varsha Hsiao-wen

Rachael Sanch Emily Joaquin

COPAG is a community focused on science topics & 
technologies that enable us to answer the fundamental 
question: How Did We Get Here?

● Stellar lifecycles and the evolution of the elements
● Formation and evolution of planetary systems
● Cosmic ecosystems
● Active Galactic Nuclei (AGN) and supermassive black holes
● Formation and evolution of galaxies
● First light and reionization
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2Community Engagement and Strategic Activities
• Inducted new members, champions identified for our Strategic Objectives
• Virtual Town Halls

• Two previously held:
• Intro to COPAG
• Conversation with Nicky Fox, Mark Clampin and talk by Sarah Tuttle

• A third planned with APD Director, Shawn Domagal-Goldman, postponed due to shutdown
• Planning on one virtual townhall per quarter, next one toward end of March 2026 

• Early Career Workshop, Initiated and led by Sabrina Stierwalt
• Cosmic Pathfinders, ongoing, initiated and led by Ron Gamble
• AAS activities: COPAG and SIG splinters, Hyper wall talks, COR Booth, …
• Initiated SAGs based on COPAG splinter session panels
• JATIS-UV: Special Issue, 40 peer reviewed papers—initiated based on 

Workshop on UV Science & Instrumentation, incl. the UV WG White, Tuttle et 
al. & UV Workshop Report, Nikzad et al. 

• An IR Workshop and JATIS special issue planned but postponed. 
• COPAG and other PAGs can be NASA-APDs force multipliers!



New Community Groups in 2025
• Artificial Intelligence & Machine Learning Science Interest Group

• 10 virtual events to date, each attended by 50+ people

• In support of Habitable Worlds Observatory
• Habitable Worlds Observatory Science Interest Group
• Resolved UV spectroscopy Science Analysis Group
• Oxygen VI Science Analysis Group
• Red Limit Science Analysis Group (in formation)

Upcoming Plans for 2026
• Red Limit Science Analysis Group
• Age Ladder Science Analysis Group

• Planning for Astro 2030 Decadal Survey
• Universe in 24 Hours video
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